


O Vive le National Trust!

More News from around the East Midlands

Gardeners in the UK are already experiencing
changes in growing conditions because of a
changing climate. Tim Turner (right), a trainee
National Trust gardener at Hardwick Hall, near
Chesterfield was awarded a bursary to spend
two weeks at Chateau Villandry in France’s

Loire Valley finding out what practices we could
adopt in the East Midlands; what plants we could
successfully grow as the climate changes, and
how the National Trust might have to adapt.

Villandry is perhaps the most famous and
respected Renaissance garden restoration in

the world, composed of geometric patterns,
classical elements such as pools, fountains and
clipped hedges, and featuring a stunning two
acre potager (ornamental vegetable garden).
France’s Loire Valley has a climate a little warmer
and drier than Chesterfield’s (similar to the
medium emissions scenario in the 2050°s).

O

‘Subtle differences in practices reminded me of
the difference in climate: Dahlias covered over
with lime leaves in winter, longer grass on lawns
and automatic sprinkler systems. Seeing familiar
plants (like those grown in the East Midlands)
thrive there was reassuring. By tinkering with
cultural practices, and being responsible in our
resource use, we can protect our plant collections.
Gardening is, after all, about creating the right
conditions for plants.” commented Tim.

More at: www.nationaltrust.org.uk
(search for climate change)

Would you like a WIMBY?

Woodland cover across Leicestershire is less than
4%, much less than the 12 % English average, so
Leicestershire County Council and The Woodland
Trust have launched the WIMBY (Woodland in
My Backyard) initiative to offer funding, advice
and encouragement for new woods. Schemes
should be one hectare or more in size of largely
native species planting, be delivered this coming
winter and fall within the Stepping Stones Project
area. The project will help create the kind of local
environment in which people want to live and
work in, as well as increasing wildlife, and helping
with flood alleviation and carbon storage.

O

For more information call: 0116 305 7221,
email: steppingstones@Ieics.gov.uk or visit:
www.leics.gov.uk/stepping_stones

EU invests in Moors for
the Future

Peat is the single biggest store of carbon in

the UK; storing the equivalent of 20 years of

all UK CO, emissions, according to Natural
England. Healthy peat moors also provide good
quality drinking water and help slow down the
flow of rainwater that can flood urban areas
downstream after very heavy rainfall (eg. Derby
in 2000 and Sheffield in 2007).

They're a unique wildlife habitat too, so it’s great
to hear that the Moors for the Future Partnership
in the Peak District has secured £5.5m from the
EU for a 5 year MoorLIFE project to protect Active
Blanket Bog. The bare peat will be stabilised to
prevent it being lost into the reservoirs supplying
drinking water and reintroducing vegetation,
working towards a healthy, sustainable active
blanket bog habitat. More from Louisa Aspden
from Natural England on: 0300 060 0168

GO gets latest Action on CO_!

Government Office for the East Midlands

have updated their Acting on CO, in the East
Midlands brochure. Case studies providing more
local examples of climate change mitigation

are featured, including low carbon transport,
renewable energy powering business, simple
energy saving techniques, business/office energy
savings, low carbon homes and household
energy savings projects.

Download from:
www.climate-em.org.uk/resources

O

UK Climate Change Risk
Assessment

The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment (UK
CCRA) is investigating what the impacts of
climate change will be on our economy, society
and environment. The Climate Change Act

2008 requires that a UK-wide climate change
risk assessment be carried out every five years,
and the first cycle will report to Parliament by
January 2012. The UK CCRA is a large complex
project being managed by a consortium of
consultants on behalf of Defra. The project team
are now seeking engagement with all the English
regions and have invited stakeholders in the East
Midlands to contribute by coming along to a half
day stakeholder workshop in Nottingham on
22nd November.

Find out more about the UK CCRA:
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/climate/
adaptation/ccra/

EST’s water energy calculator

The Energy Saving Trust have launched a new
online gadget which allows you to walk through
avirtual home and discover (through answering
aseries of simple questions) how you can make
savings on both your water and energy bills.
This also helps explain how our use of water is
also linked to energy and hence carbon.
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/water

Lincshore

Coastal communities in Lincolnshire are being
protected from flooding as part of a £30m
scheme using a dredger to pump sand onto
12.5 miles of beaches (left). The aim is to raise
beach levels to prevent waves going over the sea
walls to prevent the beaches becoming clay and
sea defences being undermined. The Lincshore
project will to help protect 30,000 homes and
businesses and 19,000 static caravans between
Mablethorpe and Skegness from flooding.

More from Ruth Meek at the Environment
Agency on: 07799 133 156

Visit our website
www.climate-em.org.uk
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Residents carry their belongings through a flooded road in Risalpur, located in Nowshera District, in Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier Province. Photo by Adrees Latif, Reuters
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The power of the weather in Pakistan —
but how well prepared are we?

The recent and unprecedented floodingin O The first report of the Adaptation

Pakistan is a powerful reminder about the
scale of devastation that can be wreaked
by extreme weather events. In August, the
BBC reported that over 1,500 people had
been killed, 14 m had been displaced and
1.2m homes had been destroyed, leading
the United Nations to declare that the
scale of this one event had been greater
than the largest three natural disasters of
the last decade.

By mid-September, BBC news was
reporting that over 20m people had

been affected and the UN’s Office for
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs was
renewing its appeal for emergency aid.

The World Meteorological Organisation
has also been pointing to arange of other
current extreme weather events around
the world: heatwave and drought in the
Russian Federation, mudslides in China and
severe droughts in sub-Saharan Africa and
suggested that this sequence of events
was consistent with the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s projections of
‘more frequent and more intense extreme
weather events due to global warming’.

Such events should also serve to remind
us about the importance of adapting
our own country and our own region to a
changing climate to reduce the potential
risks and manage the consequences of
extreme weather.

Sub-Committee (the independent
advisory body to government on climate
change adaptation), published on 16th
September, found that ‘some progress
has been made by government in raising
awareness, but crucially, that very little
tangible action has taken place on the
ground.” It also stressed that ‘adaptation
is not an alternative to mitigation

but complements our continued and
essential efforts to reduce emissions by
80% in 2050.’

The Chair of the Adaptation Sub-
Committee, Lord John Krebs, added

“The UK must start acting now to prepare
for climate change. If we wait, it will be too
late. It is not necessarily about spending
more, but about spending smart and
investing to save. If we get it right, we can
save money in the short term and avoid
large extra costs in the future. The time has
come to move from talking to acting”.

Despite the current economic situation,
the East Midlands is increasingly active

on climate change adaptation and
mitigation, in the public, private, voluntary
and community sectors. Climate East
Midlands is pleased to be supporting some
of this activity and helping people to work
together for greater effect. This newsletter
attempts to convey just a small snapshot

O of allthat effort.

Acting on the causes and consequences of climate change




Royal Approval

Community and Business action on climate

Rachel Hemmings (I) and Jane Jeffries
(r) show Prince Charles around Arkwright
Meadows Community Gardens

(Photo from Nottingham Evening Post)

Carbon for Communities -
Royal Endorsement for Meadows Ozone

HRH The Prince of Wales visited the East Midlands during his recent Start
Royal tour of the country to promote sustainable living. Prince Charles
was given a guided tour around The Meadows in Nottingham on 9th
September to see some ambitious, award winning community projects.

The Meadows Ozone Energy Services Company (MOZES) was set up
in 2007 to reduce the financial and carbon costs of energy used in the
area and enable local people to start generating their own renewable
energy—a step towards energy self sufficiency and ultimately a ‘zero
carbon’ community.

MOZES was one of ten winners in the Government’s (DECC) Low Carbon
Communities Challenge in December 2009 and received £0.5m to help
install PV Solar Panels on 55 houses, 3 primary schools and Arkwright
Meadows community garden.

Read more about the groundbreaking work going on in The Meadows
on our website at: www.climate-em.org.uk

O

Carbon for Businesses -
Prince’s Mayday Network

The Royal visit also brought another major new boost to the region,
when a delegation of business leaders, who also met Prince Charles,
agreed to form an East Midlands Mayday Network on climate
change. This is part of a national business movement ‘The Prince’s
Mayday Network’, convened by Business in the Community, which is
a collaboration of businesses at all stages on the low carbon journey:
some leading, some just starting out.

David Cooke, Regional Director for Business in the Community, said:
“We are all excited about this new development. The East Midlands
Mayday Network will work with private and public sector leaders

to develop key low carbon and energy efficiency initiatives. It will
help the East Midlands take its first steps to creating a Regional
Mayday Action Plan, grow the Mayday membership, make better
use of existing support programmes already run by CBI and other
business organisations and ultimately reduce carbon emissions from

businesses in this part of the country.’ /

East Midlands Mayday Network

Named after the international ‘Mayday Mayday’ distress signal and
founded by HRH in 2007, the Prince’s Mayday Network aims to inspire,
engage, support and challenge as many businesses as possible as they
work together towards a sustainable future.

The East Midlands Mayday Network will be chaired by John Pike, a
retired civil engineer, its work coordinated by Lucy Lynch (who has been
seconded by BT to BitC in the East Midlands), whilst Beverley Toone from
BitC will oversee the development of the programme.

The Mayday Network will be publicly launched on 16th November at
Alliance Boots in Nottingham, which is hosting a ‘Seeing is Believing’
event. Interested business people will be able to follow what Boots describe
as their sustainable product journey around their huge factory site.

Climate East Midlands is also delighted to welcome this important
new step and will work closely with the East Midlands Mayday Network
to help maximise its impact. More information at:
www.maydaynetwork.com/home/East-Midlands

Climate change is everyone’s business




Carbon Positive

Winners show how it's done

Carbon Public

Councils, Schools and the NHS

Carbon for Businesses

In our last edition we promised to give

more details of the winners of the Carbon
Positive Awards, organised by Business in the
Community and sponsored by East Midlands
Development Agency. The awards were
presented in June 2010 to:

carben’

positive awards

Five minute films about each of the Carbon
Positive award winners are at:
www.bitc.org.uk/east_midlands/
programmes/environment/index.html

Boots UK Ltd

Carbon Positive Cutting Edge
(for more than 250 employees)

Boots designed an innovative store delivery
vehicle featuring a “Multi-deck Urban
Delivery” (MUD) trailer which significantly
reduces the number miles travelled by its
lorries and the associated carbon emissions
impact. The new trailer has two decks rather
than one (by changing the rear axle and
suspension) and can accommodate 60 cages
compared to astandard trailer which only
holds 36. Following successful trials, Boots is
now redesigning some of its delivery routes to
combine two into one, as the larger capacity
trailer means less frequent deliveries are
needed to some of its stores, which are often
in congested high street locations.

Larkfleet Group

Carbon Positive Cutting Edge
(for less than 250 employees)

This group of development and construction
companies has built a Sustainability
Demonstration House next to its head offices
in Bourne, Lincolnshire to test different
techniques and technologies to help inform
both its customers and suppliers. The
timber-framed three bedroom house shows
how a home can be constructed to meet

the requirements of Levels 3 and 4 of the
Government’s Code for Sustainable Homes
by using sustainable building techniques and
save 0.6 - 1 tonne of CO, emissions per year
(compared to current Building Regulations).
Key parts of the house (sections of walls, floors
and ceilings) have been left unfinished to
show how it is possible to combine different
building techniques and technologies to meet
demanding environmental standards without
excessive cost.

O Loughborough University

Carbon Positive Footprints Award
(for more than 250 employees) and the
Carbon Positive Pioneer Award 2010

One of the top 20 universities in the UK,
Loughborough considers carbon reduction
to be akey part of its corporate social
responsibility. It’s Better Off” a campaign
aimed at staff and students, helped recruit
250 environmental champions and led

to areduction in electricity use that saved
£119,000 and 708 tonnes of CO, over

the last year.

Carbon reduction is also vital in the University’s
research programme, which includes the
development and testing of a low energy
cooling ceiling tile that could have ‘enormous
export potential” according to Professor Dennis
Loveday. Loughborough University hosts a BitC
Seeing is Believing tour on 3rd November.

The potager at,Chatead Villaadry,™ -~ =
courtesy of Tim turmnef (seebackpage)—

O
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O Carbon for NHS Trusts

Nottingham Energy Partnership (who featured
in our first Changing Climate Weeks) was
commissioned to carry out Phase 1 of a
Carbon Reduction project on behalf of the
East Midlands NHS Sustainable Development
Network to calculate the carbon footprint of all
NHS organisations in the East Midlands.

This ambitious exercise is designed to inform
the next part of the Network’s project, which
is to pilot 5 different approaches to carbon
reduction in the NHS. This project is supported
through the NHS Regional Innovation Fund.

The East Midlands NHS Sustainable
Development Network continues to grow
and is planning an ambitious ‘Low Carbon
Conference and Marketplace’ event in
association with Climate East Midlands for
health commissioners and providers on 18th
November.

More from Helen Ross at: 0115 971 4743
helen.z.ross@dh.gsi.gov.uk

Carbon for Schools
pilot programme

Following an initial schools event in July, we
are intending to pilot the Carbon Trust’s new
Schools Service in the East Midlands. This aims
to work with groups of schools in different
areas, with the support of the local authority
concerned. A follow up event on 4th November
at the Environment Agency’s Trentside

offices in Nottingham will enable interested
stakeholders to discuss the pilot in more detail
with the Carbon Trust.

More information at:
http://bookwhen.com/ccweeks2010

Carbon for Councils - phase 2

Following the success of the East Midlands
Carbon Management Programme pilot in
Lincolnshire and Leicestershire, nine more

local authorities in Derbyshire, Northants and
Nottinghamshire have signed up to Phase

2. The programme runs from September to
December and enables each council to develop
its own costed Carbon Management Plan. Al
East Midlands local authorities, fire services and
the Peak District National Park have now had
the opportunity to develop such a plan with
support from consultants, funded either by the
Carbon Trust or East Midlands Improvement
and Efficiency Partnership.

More on both these stories above from

() Anne Gayfer: 07554439 131




Partnership News

Local Newss

£950k for Regional
Climate Skills Fund

CLG has confirmed that regional allocations to
help build skills and capacity across the range
of local government responsibilities needed to
tackle climate change will be honoured. £950k
has been allocated to EM IEP to support the
decentralisation of power to the local level by
enhancing skills and knowledge through:

Facilitating the delivery of increased renewable
energy supply

Better community engagement in the planning
process, particularly on renewable energy

Helping local authorities more broadly,
including training for elected members and
supporting climate adaptation

More from Anne Gayfer:

Celebrating the
Nottingham Declaration

Local government decision makers across the

East Midlands will celebrate the tenth anniversary
of the Nottingham Declaration on 2nd November,
and the range of practical climate change projects
and initiatives led and supported by councils

that have occurred as aresult. The East Midlands
was the first English region to gain full sign up
amongst it 46 local authorities in 2007; councils
here are now piloting a development which, if
successful, may be rolled out across England. Public
Statements detailing councils’ climate change
achievements will be published simultaneously at

More from Mike Peverill:

Well Adapting Districts

Support is being stepped up to district councils

in the East Midlands to help ensure they get the
maximum value from Climate East Midlands’
Planning to Adapt project. A new Well Adapting
Districts Huddle workspace has been set up to help
share information and is open to all district council
officers with responsibility for climate change
adaptation. The UK Climate Impacts Programme
and Government Office for the East Midlands have
also offered to provide extra input where needed,
to support further progress.

A face to face exchange of experiences took place
at on 28th September when a Well Adapting
Districts workshop heard from Tolu Omideyi at
Charnwood Borough Council in Leicestershire
—one of 33 councils in the East Midlands

to have achieved Level 2 of NI188 (to have
comprehensively risk assessed council services and
plans against current and future climate risks).

OAdapting through

O

O
Natural Interventions

Lots of interest and lively discussion was
generated when we launched the findings

of anew study ‘Adapting through Natural
Interventions’ during Changing Climate Weeks
in July. Celeste Morgan from consultants
Aecom introduced the study and explained
how ‘ecosystem services’ can help us adapt

to a changing climate. She also described

how different types of adaptation could be
evaluated for their relative socio-economic
benefits. Climate East Midlands is following up
recommendations in the study and hopes to
develop a new tool which would help to prioritise
adaptation actions that protect the most
vulnerable communities from identified climate
risks like flooding and overheating.

More on both these stories above from
Mike Peverill:

Adaptation Business Guide

A practical guide to help small and medium
businesses has just been published by Climate
East Midlands, called “Weathering the storm:
Saving and making money in a changing
climate”. The guide will help businesses
understand how they could be affected by
weather, including extreme events, and how
they can improve their chances of a quick
recovery. The guide also sets out business
opportunities from responding to a changing
climate, and provides useful tools and contact
information.

More from Alex Hopkinson:

Download from the Business Guide and the
Natural Interventions report :
www.climate-em.org.uk/resources

Boston cooking on gas!

Boston Borough Council’s ambitious plans for a
gasification plant took another step forward when
they received approval from Lincolnshire County
Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee. The
power station will convert contaminated waste wood
and processed sewage sludge into enough renewable
energy to power 10,500 homes. A gasification
process will convert the raw material into ‘syngas’
which can be burnt at high temperatures, then used
to power a turbine to generate electricity (12MW).
Costing £46 million, the project will create 27 long-
term jobs. A further 100 positions will be created
while the plant is being built. The gasification plant is
the first of its type in the UK although similar power
stations are in use North America and Italy.

More from:

Green Business in Derbys & Notts

A programme of free Green Business Fairs are being
organised by Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire
Chamber of Commerce to give businesses practical
information on how simple changes can save them
money and cut their carbon footprint, alongside
meeting fellow businesses to share ideas. Topics will
include cost effective solutions, waste, transport, travel
alternatives, staff awareness and environmentally-
conscious suppliers.

The programme started on 7th October in
Chesterfield, then moved to Worksop on 14th October
2010. Future dates include:

24th November at
Nottingham Forest Football Club

9th February 2011 at
Nottingham Conference Centre

For more information see:

Community Climate Action

Nottinghamshire Climate Change Partnership
meanwhile are staging a free ‘Living for Tomorrow’
community climate conference on Saturday 13th
November 2010 at Forever Green, Ransom Wood
near Mansfield. Individuals wanting to get involved
and community groups are welcome. More from:

The Big Switch Off 2010

By the time you read this, Leicester, Leicestershire

and Rutland will have done some major switching

off of appliances and lighting during the week 11th

— 17th October, as part of their annual campaign to
reduce energy consumption amongst households,
businesses, schools and community organisations.
It’s organised by the local authorities and funded by
EM IEP and if as successful as last year will have saved
372Mwh of electricity (worth around £50,000). We'll
let you know how they got on next time...

Meeting the challenge together




